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Mitigation Report and Reentry Plan - _
Prepared by the Youth Sentencing & Reentry Project (YSRP)

Submitted to Counsel on

I. INTRODUCTION

The Youth Sentencing & Reentry Project (YSRP) developed this mitigation report and reentry
plan in support of h’s resentencing and parole hearing. We submit this report as a
supplement to the advocacy provided by _ pro bono attorney, _ Our goal is
to provide both the Court and the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole additional
background information, evidence of rehabilitation, and an actionable reentry plan, in support of

request that the Court accept the parties” agreement on resentencing to an amended
term of 35 years to life. Having already served more than the agreed minimum, ||| is
now also an exceptional candidate for parole. Particularly in the Life History section of this
report, we offer additional insights provided by family and community members to supplement
and amplify the Court’s and Board’s understanding of - as a person who is ready to
make a new beginning.

YSRP uses direct service and policy advocacy to transform the experiences of children prosecuted
in the adult criminal justice system, and to ensure fair and thoughtful resentencing and reentry for
individuals who were sentenced to life without parole as children ("juvenile lifers"). We partner
with court-involved youth and juvenile lifers, their families, and lawyers to develop holistic,
humanizing narratives that mitigate the facts of each case; get cases transferred to the juvenile
system or resentenced; and make crucial connections to community resources providing
education, healthcare, housing, and employment. We also provide trainings on mitigation and
recruit, train and supervise students and other volunteers to assist in this work. Our ultimate goals
are to keep children out of adult jails and prisons, and to enhance the quality of representation
juvenile lifers receive at resentencing and as they prepare to reenter the community.

Our hope is that after reviewing this report, the Court and the Pennsylvania Board of Probation
and Parole (“the Board” and “Parole Board,” alternatively), will have a better understanding of
_’s background and the kind of person he has become, and have confidence that he
will be able to return to the community successfully. This report is submitted with the
understanding that _’s release will be dictated by the Board, which may include
timelines not anticipated here. Specifically, we understand that if granted parole,

may be released to a Community Corrections Center for a specified period of time. In that
instance, the plans detailed here, including the home, educational, and workforce opportunities,
would commence upon his release from the Community Corrections Center. YSRP will continue
to liaise with _ his support network, and his assigned parole agents or supervisors
during this transitional time to effectuate the proposed plan detailed here.
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1I. PROCESS

and
, his

This report is based on in-person interviews and telephone conversations with

members of his support network, including his sister, _, his daughter,
aternal aunt, *, his fiancée, , his maternal cousins, and

-, his maternal aunt,

. , and [N, ond

, and his niece, _ Longtime friends

as well as leaders of nonprofit organizations and
agencies detailed in the ensuing sections underscore that _ has strong support from his
family as well as from the community. In addition, YSRP has reviewed materials provided by

’s longtime attorney, including notes from his interactions with ﬁ and his

supporters, the homicide file provided by the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office, and the
“Juvenile Lifer Packet” provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections. YSRP also has
received and includes in the attached Appendix, ten letters of support from members of
_’s family and community that attest to his background, growth while incarcerated,
and their commitments of continuing support should he be released from prison.?

III. RECOMMENDATION

We urge the Court to accept the agreed upon amended sentence of 35 years to life, and encourage
the Parole Board to release - immediately. | NN has spent the last - years of
his life in prison. During that time, he has built an impressive employment history, developing
culinary and maintenance skills that he can leverage in obtaining employment upon his reentry
into the community. In addition, - has a strong network of family and community
support, both within and outside of the prison system. Within the past 16 years in particular,

has matured into a remorseful, self-educated and hopeful man. He is no longer
young. Consistent with the perspective of someone who is now middle-aged, he prides himself
on being able to react thoughtfully to difficult situations rather than acting impulsively as he did
in his younger years.>

Particularly relevant to the Court’s and Board’s determination in [ NN s case are United
States Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy’s closing words in the Montgomery v.
Louisiana® decision:

2 See Appendix, Letters of support from A X ,
ﬂ, , : and . Note that
?

there are two copies of s letter -- one in her handwriting and one typed for ease of
reading.

3 Interview with — at _, October 17, 2016 [hereinafter “Interview with
-,]_

* Montgomery v. Louisiana, 577 U.8. —, 136 S.Ct. 718 (2016). As the Court and the Board are
both awme,h’s case comes before the court and the Board as a result of the United
States Supreme Court’s January 2016 decision in Montgomery, which requires resentencing for
individuals previously sentenced on a mandatory basis to life in prison without the possibility of
parole (“LWOP”) for offenses committed when they were under the age of 18 (“JLWOP”). The
Monigomery decision made retroactive the Supreme Court’s earlier decision in Miller v. Alabama,
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“In light of what this Court has said [...] about how children are constitutionally different
from adults in their level of culpability, [...] prisoners like Montgomery must be given the
opportunity to show their crime did not reflect irreparable corruption; and, if it did not,
their hope for some years of life outside prison walls must be restored.””

Like Mr. Montgomery, _ has spent several decades in prison for a crime committed
when he was a teenager. The remorse he expresses, and the rehabilitation he has evidenced, prove
that he is not irreparably corrupt, and that he should be given the opportunity for “some years of
life outside prison walls.”® Moreover, the reentry plan provided here details the meaningful and
supportive opportunities and supports that || EEEE hes available to him to facilitate his
transition home, and to enable him to contribute in a positive way as a member of his community.

In furtherance of counsel’s advocacy, this report reviews how the Supreme Court’s so-called
“Miller factors™ apply to _’s resentencing, including pertinent aspects of his

childhood, the resilience and growth he has shown throughout his time in prison, and the plans put
in place should he be allowed the opportunity to live his life beyond institutional walls.

Specifically, the ensuing sections explore significant factors that contributed to | NG’ s
susceptibility and vulnerability as a youth to negative behaviors and influences, leading to his
involvement in this tragic case. Also pertinent is how _ has committed himself to self-
improvement while incarcerated. Moreover, the reentry plan provided in Section VI details the
meaningful opportunities and supports that _ has available to him to ease his transition
home, and to enable him to contribute in a positive way as a member of his community on the
outside. Together, these factors support the agreed upon sentence of 35 years to life, and make
an exemplary candidate for immediate parole.

IV. LIFE HISTORY

A. Family Structure

_ was born on March 15, 1962 to and
of seven children. The eldest of the children,

following respiratory complications from Pneumonia. has two older sisters:
, who passed in February of 2015, and who remains a steadfast

supporter of her brother. _ also has three younger brothers: , with whom
he remains close, a half maternal brother, _, who was murdered in , and a half

paternal brother, [ BB, with whom he has had limited contact.

. I is one

, died at the age of three

567 U.S. —, 132 5.Ct. 2455 (2012), which found mandatory JLWOP sentences unconstitutional.
These rulings focus on the growing body of developmental research that demonstrates how children
— including those who commit violent crimes — possess a greater capacity for rehabilitation than do
adults, and are categorically less culpable for their criminal conduct.
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_’s parents, _ (hereinafter -”) were married. They remained

together, despite a tumultuous relationship, until was approximately 6 years old. Her
children describe _ as having been “a gypsy,” never staying in one place for long.> As
will be detailed in the ensuing sections, || NS s childhood was wrought with instability and
disruption, moving and changing schools almost yearly. Despite presence in his
son’s life, his involvement was, more often than not, harmful to . In addition to
exposing to drug dealing and often putting his life at risk, was also
called upon by to administer corporal punishment to the children at the slightest

rovocation. Within a year of his parents separating, met stepfather,
h, who is the father to his younger brother,

(deceased).
passed away during incarceration. According to -,
died of cancer in .° She was - years old. At the end of his life,
suffered from Alzheimer’s, lung disease and liver damage. _ died in
atage -

Both

B. Developmental Years
1. Early Childhood

spent the first four years of his life in the _ housing projects in

. During this time, ’s parents suffered the tragic loss of their eldest son,

, who died at the age of three. During this period, _ repeatedly witnessed
fighting between his parents, including one time when his mother stabbed his father with a knife.
As discussed in ensuing sections, was repeatedly exposed to violence beginning at
an early age. According to ’s older sister,., their mother suffered from
depression and was prescribed the mood stabilizer , which she often refused to take,
believing instead that “God was her healer.”” As will be described in detail below, further

instability ensued when ’s parents separated, leaving — as a single mother
of four® children, living in the projects.

The —, once called “_,” was created in one of the larger districts slated for

rehabilitation by the city’s Redevelopment Authority in 1951.° A contemporaneous news article

5 Interview with _ _, 2016. See also Interview with _, _,

2017.
cId

7 Interview with , January 25, 2017.
& Although had a total of six children, at the point she separated from her husband, the

eldest of her children had died and the youngest was not yet born.

< G-t io-Ahead From Wash.,” Philadelphia Tribune (1912-2001), Aug 14,

1951, available at: http://swww. 7page_id=8i2. " “Temple
University and North Philadelphia; 125 Years of Linked History,” available at:
http://www.urbanoasis.crg/temple/?q=| .
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described that “— was developed out of necessity to replace the dilapidated housing
that helped eliminate several blocks of slum housing.”'? The were designed to be run
as a city program. As with many housing projects at the time, it “was not the idyllic haven that
many elites hoped it would be, it instead became a pit of despair and dangerous behavior,
residents became scared to report issues, because there was not much the police would do, and it
instead would create more issues.”'? Although it was it created to improve the dilapidated housing
that previously existed in the neighborhood, the || R in many ways replicated the same
issues that existed in the previous housing and, in fact intensified them. News reports from the
time document complaints from residents about the conditions in the ||| NN, and the fact
that having the city as the landlord complicated the relationship between residents and their
effective landlord.™

2. Multiple Moves and Educational Disruption

_ was primarily raised by his mother in a single parent household moving from
address to address on average, once a year. According to —, “We stayed moved. Mom
was like a gypsy. We never stayed in one spot.”!! The family lived in poverty and was dependent
upon public benefits. || remembers food being scarce, a lack of heat and frequent
rodent infestations in their homes.

Related, _’s educational experience was marked by disruption and instability; he
attended fifteen different schools and lived at fourteen different addresses before his arrest on

.12 The following list highlights the many moves and school transitions _
experienced during his childhood:

- _ begins Pre-Kindergarten at — while living at

o IR B -::ios Kindergarten at e

® _ The family moves to _ B (onsfers to —
School for the first grade.

® : The family moves to _ and _ transfers to

Elementary School, where he remained in the first grade.

® _: The family moves to w to readjust to a new
first grade class at _ He remains at for second grade.

® 2 ’s mother again moves the family, this time to _,

is in the third grade. is transferred to yet another new
school: Elementary.
10 Id

" Interview with | SN, I, 2016.

12 School District of Philadelphia educational records, received February 6, 2017.
14
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: Once again is uprooted when his mother moves the family to
.He is transferred to Elementary for the fourth grade. In April
Scores in the one percentile on the lowa Test of Basic Skills.
This means 99% of students at ’s grade level tested higher than he did.

e : Despite remaining at the family’s || NN 2ddress, T i
“bussed” to Elementary. No reason was given for this process in the

school records, however his fifth grade teacher notes indicate a request for a psychological

evaluation in June _
] _ _ transfers to - School for the sixth grade. A

psychological evaluation performed on , 1974, by Dr. |, indicates
an IQ of 67 and notes: “Little awareness of his environmental detail and little
understanding of his inadequacies. Even simple routines confuse him.”"* |GG is
noted to be working at a second grade level and described as working “ mechanically
without understanding....He would be helped within the framework of retarded-educable
classroom.”*

o 1974: N s mother removes him from the School District of Philadelphia and
temporarily enrolls him in the Moorish Science Temple of America without notifying the
School District. [N rccalls thereafter being sent to School,”® a
residential school providing special education services in , PA. He was
aiﬁroximately 14 years old and remained there, inpatient, for three months. According to

, “It was the one place I liked going to school[...as]there were only a couple
kids in my class”'® (indicating a small student/teacher ratio which provided him with the
needed assistance to learn). There was no indication in school records that he
ever attended School.

_ returns to the School District and attends

B Middle
School for the 7th grade. While he was away, the family had moved t-.

® _ The instability in ’s life continues as the family once again
moves, this time to , and he attends yet another new school for the 8th grade:

Junior High School.

® : The family moves back to the Wress and while still in the 8th
grade at age 15, _ is transferred to Junior High School.
o : Two additional addresses are listed for the _ family:
and M
@

_: _ transfersto' Junior High School for the remainder

of 9th grade. The family moves to . Although _’s school records

2 o, OF g Overview.

16 Interview with [ ]S, Fcbruary 14, 2017.

17 School District of Philadelphia educational records.
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do not officially classify him as receiving special education services, there is a reference
made to PYDDTC,'® as well as _ attending special classes at _.19

B s formerly known as “| N2 B rccalled “taking the

bus to the last stop and taking day classes with the children that lived there.”?®

® .
school year:

family continues to move, residing at
: Despite a note dated
17th birthday,” the School District enrolled
change in address is once again noted to
formally dropped from the School District’s roster.

records indicate enrollment in two high schools in the

High School and High School. The
and then at ’
stating “Drop as mother requested after

in High School. A
.On is

Given his low IQ and the incredible amount of disruption he experienced throughout his youth,
_ clearly would have benefitted from additional structure and support from the School
District. The family’s constant moving and upheaval never allowed for a teacher or concerned
adult to get to know him and identify his needs, let alone attempt to implement a plan of action to
assist him with his learning difficulties. He described his fear of being called upon in school; “I
would sit at my desk and hope and pray the teacher wouldn’t call on me.”?° Based on his noted IQ
score, his inferior percentile ranking in generalized testing and the instability of his home life, the
need for special education services was apparent. So, too, was their lack of implementation.
_ inability to function within the traditional classroom setting fueled his frustration
and led to his sporadic attendance, failing grades and eventually his dropping out of school in the
10th grade.?! The constant disruption and instability in _ home life had a direct effect
upon his ability focus and learn while in school, as is described further below.

3. Instability at Home and the Neighborhood
a) Poverty and Food Insecurity
Compounding the instability and disruption in life created by constantly moving,
_ basic needs were rarely met. In addition, constant exposure to violence
created a perpetual state of anxiety and fear. Having separated from father, as
referenced above, _ became a single mother. relied upon public

'8 Email correspondence on February 8, 2017, between Jill Riddick, School District of Philadelphia,

School Records Suiervisor and Mitigation Specialist, - describe that | N I once

stood for L
19 School District of Philadelphia educational records and interview with || NG
“With a New Center Coming, Remembering ,” April 2, 2015, Sarah Kennedy.
available at: http://hiddencityphila.org/201 5/04/with 25 Interview with

, February 14, 2017.
20 Id
21 Id
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assistance to provide what little she could for her family. _ recalled eating the one

meal provided by school as his only meal most days, and going to bed hungry as a nightly
occurrence. He added, “T don’t remember ever eating while on i‘-Street.”?'2

Despite being recipients of public benefits, the family’s allotments often weren’t enough and they
often went without heat and had to resort to turning on the oven for warmth.?? In addition to the
lack of heat, | NN noted that rodents roamed throughout each of his houses.?* 25

b) Physical and Emotional Abuse

Both of _ parents smoked marijuana on a daily basis, rendering them emotionally
unavailable to their children. Their relationship was erratic and highly volatile, often placing the
children in risk of danger.

As referenced above, _ and _ separated in 1970, at which point

moved out from the family’s home. Despite absence from the home, he
remained in life. While he was a male role model, his influence often placed his
young son’s life at risk. recalled being aware as early as age five that his father was a
drug dealer. He described: “I grew up around marijuana. My father had trash bags full in the
basement, yard and garage.”! Between the ages of five and twelve, would fill pencil
cases with marijuana and place them in and his brother underwear.

would then drive the boys to , knowing that if he were to be pulled over,
the police weren’t likely to search the children or their undergarments. This happened on multiple
occasions. Upon arriving at their destination, the boys were either left alone in the car or, worse,
brought into perilous situations that endangered their lives. At the age of 6, 1
_ and their sister _ were with their father at an apartment in
Two men came to the door and pulled guns on _ The children were told to get into the
closet. | vividly recalled being terrified.2s He estimated that he and _
would accompany their father at least once a month to abandoned high rise buildings and fill
multiple car trunks with boxes of drugs. was ultimately charged and convicted in
federal court after having sold cocaine to an undercover federal agent in _ He spent
three years at United States Penitentiary . In addition to his federal charges,

was subsequently arrested on for Persistent Disorderly Conduct. He
was found guilty on and placed on probation.?’

Additionally, during one of the times that || Was present in their family’s house,
recalled witnessing his mother stab his father with a knife and on another occasion,

22 Interview with [ . October 17, 2016.

23 Id

24

25 Id

26 Id.

¥ See https:// ujsportal.pac:ourts.us/DocketSheetstPReport.ashx?docketNumbeFMC_
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upon opening the door for his father, — threw pots and pans at _’s head.

would often have to let his father in through a window, hoping not to incite his
mother.?®

In addition to the abuse between Wcorpora] punishment was the chosen form
of discipline for the children in the home. recounted numerous beatings by his
father, including one from which he still bears a scar as a result of his father whipping him with
the metal buckle end of a leather belt. In addition, he described the way in which his father would

pick him up and repeatedly shake him.> also beat using belts and
extension cords. According to , “She used to tear and _

up

2329

in the

was approximately nine years old when the family lived on
section of the city. During this time, dook in her niece,

revealed that repeatedly over a period of months, his cousin would
awaken him in the middle of the night and lock young in the bathroom with her,
where she molested him and forced him to perform sexual acts.>® This was || NG first
sexual experience.

_ was always self-conscious of his learning difficulties as well as his appearance,
describing that during his childhood he was repeatedly made fun of. In particular, he recounted,
“I was different; my hair would be going in all different directions, I was light skinned and I
looked soft” and he spoke more slowly than other youth.*! | N NEEEE attributed this ridicule as
a source of his youthful aggression. In addition to feeling as if he needed to portray a tough
exterior, [N 21so felt compelled to serve as the protector of his siblings.>2

_’s upbringing lacked any sense of security or warmth. In addition to often not having
his most basic of needs met, his parents were ill equipped to provide him with the nurturance he
needed. Without the appropriate guidance within —’s home, the culture on the streets
of Philadelphia became his model for how to live his life.

28

2 Interview with January 25, 2017.
30 Interview with , October 17, 2016.
3 Interview with February 14, 2017.

a2 recounted his having to endure the ridicule and taunting of his peers, being called a
“house nigger” on account of his lighter skin-tone. Id. See also “The Race Problem,” Malcolm X
speech with the African Students Association and NAACP Campus Chapter. Michigan State
University, January 23, 1963. Available at:
http://cenmtl.columbia.edu/projects/mmt/mxp/speeches/mxal 7. htmhttp:/ccnmntl.columbia.edu/proje
cts/mmt/mxp/speeches/mxal7.himl.
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¢) Neighborhood Conditions, Violence & Peer Influence

In addition to the abuse _ endured within his home, he also experienced trauma as a
result of the conditions outside of it. As a young child, | BB witnessed his mother being
robbed. At the age of five, he was rendered powerless by his fear and recalls the anger he felt
from not being able to rescue her from danger.* _ described the drug-ridden
neighborhood of _, noting the constant presence of drug dealers on every corner,
broken bottles and drug paraphernalia littering the streets. By the time _ turned severn,
gangs had infiltrated his neighborhood and violence was ever present. On one occasion, young
found himself amidst chaos, witnessing rival gangs overturning cars.>* Later that
witnessed the death of a young girl while sitting on his front steps, waiting to

, I'll never forget her name,” was hit by a car and left “all twisted up”
. Making matters worse, _ bore a strong resemblance to

. Traumatizing him further, [ N did not know who it
was until he walked closer, believing he had witnessed the death of his sister.>® By the age of 14,
felt the increased pressure of local gangs trying to recruit him.

attributes a cousin’s involvement as rescuing him from being inducted into that lifestyle. Violence
within the family erupted this same year, as || RN maternal uncle, Randolph Clark, shot
and killed his wife.3

year,
go to church. *
in front of

One of the most tragic events in | NN lifc occurred when he was 15 years old. He and a
friend were entering a local store to buy juice when a verbal altercation between _ and
a security guard escalated. The guard struck _ in the head with a black jack.

friend, , jumped the guard and was subsequently shot between 5-6 times
mere feet from . To this day, he feels responsible for his friend’s death.

Having been raised by parents who smoked marijuana on a daily basis and a father who brought
him along to execute drug transactions, _ himself turned to drugs at approximately age
nine. Due to the availability of it within his home and his early exposure to i, soon
learned it’s numbing effects upon his chaotic life. He would continue using marijuana until his
incarceration and, as described in detail below, has spent his time incarcerated demonstrating a
commitment to sobriety.

As referenced above, | NI lacked any stability in his life. His only male role models were
abusive and engaged in criminal behaviors. On , 1980, 17 year-old was
identified as the person who fired shots at the decedent, , resulting in his death on
_, 1980. He was found guilty after trial on , 1982, of Murder in the First
Degree and Possessing Instruments of Crime. Following a change of counsel and disposition of
post-trial motions, he was sentenced to life imprisonment on h, 1985. That conviction

33 Interview with |, October 17, 2016.

34 Id
% Jd. See also Interview with [N, January 25, 2017.
3 1d. See also httns://uisportal.pacourts.us/DocketSheets/CPReporLashx?docketNumbex=MC-_
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was affirmed on _, 1985. The facts describing the tragic events of that day, as revealed
at trial, are summarized by counsel for the parties in their respective Resentencing Memoranda.

V. PRISON ADJUSTMENT AND GROWTH

Upon _ arrest in _ 1981 he was detained at — prison, a

Philadelphia county jail for adults. He remained there for almost four years. Following his
conviction in * 1982 and sentencing in || NN 1985 to life without parole,
was transported to the State Correctional Institution at .
for the next twelve and a half years. From 1997 through
served his time at SCI . was then
transferred to SCI where he remained until he earned a promotional transfer to SCI
I i January of 2016, where he remains today.?” He acknowledges that he has had a
difficult time coming to terms with the death of || NEEEEE. The time it has taken [ NN
to adjust to a life sentence behind bars, and to overcome deep feelings of hopelessness is not
unusual. Having been imprisoned since just after his 18th birthday, while struggling with
untreated learning disabilities and having been raised without many material resources,
_ struggled with his new reality. His prison record from his early years of
incarceration reflects that. However, despite the young age at which ﬁ entered prison
and the difficulties he experienced during his incarceration, he has worked toward and attained a
significant amount of personal growth.

remained at

— has matured greatly during his more than three and a half decades in prison and has
committed himself to using his time productively, through working various jobs, through self
education and through turning to his faith for guidance. He demonstrates a level of thoughtfulness
and insight that belies his low, school-tested IQ score. _ can recognize mistakes he has
made in his life and can verbalize the lessons he has learned from them.

A. Disciplinary History

With the exception of one disciplinary infraction involving a staff member, — has
remained free from any major misconducts or incidents involving violence throughout his three
and a half decades of incarceration. Thirteen years ago, _ was charged with assault on
a staff member. According to | N this incident did not involve any physical contact with
the officer; it resulted from a refusal on his part to accept an incomplete commissary order to
prevent being charged a full fee. In other words, received his commissary and, upon
realizing it was incomplete, refused to accept it. As a result, the officer wrote him up for assault.
He was punished with 180 days in disciplinary custody, but shortly thereafter his sanction was
reduced and he was removed from the restricted housing unit prior to the completion of the 180
days. Were he to have physically assaulted a DOC staff member, he would likely have spent
considerably more time in the hole, lending credence to his claims as to what actually occurred.

37 Pennsylvania Department of Corrections records for [ N NEGNGNNGN.
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In the early years of his confinement, _ incarceration represented a continuation of the
exposure to violence he experienced at home. Still at an impressionable, young age,
was mere feet away from two separate homicides within the walls of H, a notoriously
dangerous prison. He recalled the bloody battles between other prisoners leaving him feeling
vulnerable and susceptible to becoming a victim himself.*® h described being in a
hyper alert state for years, in an attempt not to fall prey to older, more aggressive prisoners.*”

B. Self-Education While Incarcerated

_ notable struggles while in school in Philadelphia impacted his decisions about
cducation once he was incarcerated. He initially decided not to enroll in classes in prison, fearing
ridicule for his learning disabilities in a group setting. When - entered prison in 1985,
he was reading at the third grade level * recalled the moment he decided he was
going to learn how to read. He was in the SCI visiting room with his daughter,

, who was seven years old at the time. was reading her a children’s book
and would skip over words he was not able to read. While was only in the first
grade, she caught her father omitting words. “It made me feel bad, that my seven-year-old was
smarter than me. It forced me to learn.”*!

_ could not recall a book ever being read to him as a child, nor did anyone ever sit
with him to assist him with his homework.*> Ample research demonstrates the profound and
enduring connections between language development and later reading, as well as its correlation
to language acquisition and the fact that later language learning builds on prior acquisition; thus,
earlier acquisition propels later learning.** Despite the absence of academic encouragement
throughout d developmental years, he attempted to build his language skills by using
less conventional resources to help him expand his vocabulary. For example, while at SCI

: _ purchased a dictionary and would watch educational television
programming. Upon hearing unfamiliar words on television, he would look them up and work to
memorize and use them in conversation.* In addition, || S participated in and completed
two educational programs while at SCI —: Vocabulary Connections & Reading and
Writing for Comprehension in May 2000, as well as Vocabulary Connections, Book #4 in July
2000.%

3 Interview with | NJEEEE: October 17, 2016.
39 Id

“° Pennsylvania Department of Corrections records (DC47C Report).
“ Interview with _, February 14, 2017.

42 Id

“ David K. Dickinson, Julie A. Griffith, Roberta Michnick Golinkoff, and Kathy Hirsh-Pasek, “How
Reading Books Fosters Language Development around the World,” Child Development Research, vol.
2012, Article TD 602807, 15 pages, 2012. doi:10.1155/2012/602807.

# Interview with -, February 14, 2017.

*3 Interview with , October 17, 2016. See also Appendix for copies of the certificates attesting

to his completion of these programs.
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Due to _ rudimentary reading skills, and low aptitude, he has never felt sufficiently
prepared to participate in a pre-GED curriculum. He is looking forward, however, to taking steps
to further his literacy upon returning to the community.“® He recalls enjoying school while
attending [ School and having benefitted from the individualized attention to learning.
As will be described in the reentry section of this report, the || ENu i ) has
committed to welcoming [N into their adult literacy program.*” Upon his release,
I vill perform a proper assessment of his educational needs, identify learning
disabilities which may be interfering with his ability to learn and to address them in a small,
student-focused environment to better facilitate learning.

C. Programming While Incarcerated

Because of _ status as a lifer, he was not eligible to participate in much programming
or vocational training for a good portion of his time incarcerated, as participation in most
programs have historically been reserved for the men who would ultimately be preparing for their
release. He spent much of his time participating in recreational activities and sports leagues within
the Department of Corrections, which were open to lifers.*® He earned certificates for his
participation on basketball and football teams while at SCI | N . *° In addition,

completed the following programs and courses: Critical Thinking for Adults,
Citizenship Program, AOD Outpatient Treatment, Violence Prevention High Intensity, Victim
Awareness Education, Relationship Workshop, Technology Workshop, Social Etiquette
Workshop, and Seeking Safety.*

_ is eager to continue his education upon being provided the well-deserved
opportunity to be released on parole. The options detailed in the ensuing sections on reentry serve
as a representative sample of the programs that — will be connected with upon release.

D. Employment

Throughout his time within the Pennsylvania’s Department of Corrections, _ has had
jobs at every institution to which he has been assigned.’' He has never received a negative
block/work report.>? The following list attests to his history of employment within the Department
of Corrections:

46 Id
41 See Appendix, [ 1ctter of acceptance.

* Interview with [ NN, October 17, 2016. See also Appendix for copies of the certificates attesting
to his completion of these programs.

49 Id

50 Id

5! The only exception is SCI [N to Wwhich he was just transferred this winter. Due to his status as a
newcomer at h, he awaits a job assignment.

2 Pennsylvania Department of Corrections records.
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® : - Tailor shop, Kitchen worker and Block worker
e 1997-2006; - Block worker and Maintenance within the Recreation
Department

o 2006-2016; | - Kitchen worker and Block worker

2016-present; _ - _ is on a waiting list for employment within

When | first arrived at [ in 1985, he had just turned 23. Des,ﬁite his youth,

and only being classified within the Department of Corrections for a few months,
almost immediately obtained a job within the Correctional Industries (CI) Tailor shop. While
employed as a tailor, he made correctional officers’ uniforms and hats and was a sewing machine
operator. He then worked for a short period of time in the kitchen, prior to obtaining a block
worker position on his housing unit. As noted above, — was transferred to SCI

in 1997. He continued employment as a block worker, then obtained a maintenance
position within the institution’s recreation department. While employed at SCI _, he
began AOD programming and completed the institution’s Citizenship program. When

was transferred to SCI [N in 2006, he quickly obtained employment within
the kitchen washing pots and pans, then worked again as a Block worker. He then completed his
AOD program, received his certificate and graduated from the Violence Prevention, High
Intensity Program.*® In 2016, [ was granted a promotional transfer to SCI

, where he is currently housed. He is attending all of the programs recently made
available to the juvenile lifers. As noted above, he has obtained certificates of completion in
Relationships, Technology, Social Etiquette, Seeking Safety and Cultural Awareness.>*

The reentry section below outlines a number of potential employment and workforce training
opportunities that are available to _ if he is released, and has the opportunity to return
to Philadelphia. The options detailed there correspond with the work experience he gained during
his incarceration, and are in furtherance of his stated interests and goals.

E. Religion
When was approximately 11 years old, his mother converted to Islam and enrolled
in the Muhammad University of Islam. He recognizes though, it wasn’t until he

found himself within the confines of | NN prison as a young man, that he turned to his
faith for refuge and spiritual guidance. He furthered his dedication while in SCI | MR by
attending weekly Jumu’ah services, observing Ramadan and participating in Islamic studies.
considers himself to be a devout Muslim and finds strength and pride in his
“learning to be a better person.”*> As will be described in the reentry section below, | NN
faith will serve as a comerstone of his plans as he prepares to potentially return to the community.

% See Appendix for copies of the certificates attesting to his completion of these programs.
54 Id
3 Phone conversation between || and Y SRP Mitigation Specialist, Erin L. Fennell, MLA.

on 3/2/17.
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As noted below, Rev. Dr. -has vowed to find ﬂslim mentor through
our collaboration with the program.”® In addition, ===
_ cousin, is committed to introducing him to his Masjid’s Imam and accompanying
him to services.”’

VI. REENTRY PLAN

As is outlined in greater detail below, — will be utilizing the Pennsylvania Department
of Corrections, Community Corrections Center (CCC) 2 for his initial home plan. _
will then be assisted by Friends Rehabilitation Program (FRP) and has been accepted into two job
training and placement programs, with the Center for Employment Opportunities (CEO) and
Impact Services, respectively, and will attend literacy classes through Community Learning
Center’s (CLC) Support Program. In addition, _ will have therapeutic support from
Penn Medicine’s Hall-Mercer Community Mental Health Center’s Trauma Recovery Program
and will receive relapse prevention planning and support from Community Education Center
(CEC). Each of these resources is described in the ensuing subsections.

A. Home Plan

B has established a solid plan for housing upon release from SCI _ that
includes a primary course of action as well as a backup plan. His first choice is to reside within

the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections Community Corrections Center to utilize the vast
array of supports that are in place there for _ as a returning citizen.

After spending approximately six months at the CCC, _ plans to transition to housing
that will be made available to him through the Friends Rehabilitation Program (FRP). For FRP,

will make use of the housing voucher provided by the DOC to reentrants, and during
his time at both the CCC and in FRP housing, he will be assisted through FRP’s case management
services.”® FRP is a Quaker values-based affordable housing and social service provider working
in the Philadelphia region. Their mission is to transform neighborhoods through community-based
economic development, sustainable affordable housing and transitional opportunities for
marginalized populations. || NN will be assisted through FRP’s Revive and Restore
program, an initiative that trains reentry participants to renovate building units, creating
affordable housing for families.*® In addition, FRP is prepared to offer therapeutic
support/referrals and linkage to community resources designed to promote self-sufficiency. They
will also provide opportunities for _ to connect with a mentor who will help guide him
upon his return to the community.%

5 Phone conversation between Dr. || N NEGETEGN. . I -d YSRP Mitigation

Specialist, on February 28, 2017.

57 See Appendix, letter of support.

8 See Appendix, Friends Rehabilitation Program (FRP), letter of acceptance from Shawn Johnson.
See also hitp://friends-frp.com/revive-and-restore/.

59 Id

60 Id
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In addition to the reinforcement of the CCC and FRP, _ will receive ongoing support

from his sister, | NN I is sccking approval from the Philadelphia Housing
Authority to permit her to add her brother’s name on her lease agreement with the city.

resides in a three-bedroom home at || in Philadelphia. If granted

permission, would have the comforts of his own room and the ongoing
companionship, support and guidance of his sister in her home. He views this as his backup plan
currently since has not yet obtained permission for him to reside with her. As is

attested to in her letter of support, [N is looking forward to welcoming | B
her home.® has vowed to help her brother in any way possible adding, “I just want
him to come home so we can grow old together.”%?

B. Additional Family and Community Support

1. Family Members

In addition to the support of his sister, —, _ also has an abundance of other
familial and community support, as evidenced by the numerous heartfelt letters included in the

Appendix and referenced throughout the ensuing discussion. has the support of his

, his paternal aunt, , his cousins, ! & and
and longtime friend, ; all of whom are ready, willing
home and provide emotional support as he transitions back into

and able to welcome
society.®

Perhaps most eager to welcome _ home is his daughter, _ _

Only 18 months old when her father was sentenced to life in prison, she anxiously awaits her
father’s return home so they can continue to build upon their loving relationship. Despite
B iiving in _, she travels to Philadelphia often and has vowed to help her
father with his transitional needs.®

_ fiancée, _ remains committed to her relationship with _,

which began in 1995 when they were introduced by a mutual friend. She is employed as a private

Nurse’s Aide which will enable her to financially assist as well as give her flexibility
with her schedule so that she can ensure quality time with and help him readjust to

61 See Appendix, [ NN L<tter of support. See also Tnterview with [ N, January 25, 2017.
62 rd

8 Conversation between
following a status listing for

54 See Appendix,
B

% See Appendix,

, and YSRP Mitigation Specialist, _ outside courtroom 1105
on December 9, 2016.

i —: _’ _5

d

letters of support.
letter of support.
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society. — is looking forward to providing with home cooked meals and
spending long-awaited family time with both and her grandson.®

2. Peer Mentors

— also has the support of long-standing friends, including individuals who themselves
have successfully transitioned home from incarceration. is a close friend and
supporter of the two grew up together as children and were housed together
while at SCI and again at SCI - They have known each other for over 45
is a licensed barber and owns his own barber shop, | NN located in

, VA. He has pledged to aw in navigating what will be a foreign place
to him after 35 years’ incarceration.®® has successfully reintegrated himself, has been
married for 18 years and understands the obstacles | NG may encounter. _ has
remained in contact with || . as they talk on the phone weekly, and will reinforce with
B (¢ need to be patient with himself upon release.®® | NN travels to
Philadelphia often, is looking forward to seeing [N and spending time with him.
_, another W, also his daughter’s maternal uncle, remains
committed to helping navigate his new surroundings and new life on the outside.”
Having spent time in prison and successfully reintegrated themselves into their families and faith,
both _ and _ will play a pivotal role in _ healthy adjustment to
life on the outside, in that they have themselves experienced the same feelings and challenges he

will soon face.” Their peer mentorship will be instrumental in supporting — emotional
health.” .

3. Amachi

YSRP is continuing to build a structure for mentoring with Amachi, a program founded by Dr.
_, . Amachi was developed to provide children of
incarcerated parents with a different path by establishing the consistent presence of loving, caring
people of faith.” With input from YSRP, Amachi is working to develop a new program that
caters specifically to the needs and circumstances of former juvenile lifers returning to

Philadelphia. For | NN specifically, [N is working to identify a mentor suited to
needs prior to his being granted parole in order to ensure that he has abundant

>

% Conversation between | and Y SRP Mitigation Specialist, | NNNEEI on February 17, 2017. See also

Appendix, ﬂof support.

57 See Appendix, letter of support.

68 Id

69 Id

1d

N See, e.g., id

2 See Elizabeth Marlow et al, Peer Mentoring for Male Parolees: A CBPR Pilot Study, 21 May 2014 (describing
quantitative findings showing increased success in both short-term reentry and long-term reintegration for returning
citizens who have formerly incarcerated peer mentors to support their transition from incarceration).

3 http://www.amachimentoring.org
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support awaiting his return to the community, which can begin before he makes that transition
home.”

C. Employment Opportunities

- acknowledges his need for structure upon his return to the community. He has taken
the initiative to learn about the programs and supports offered through the Bureau of Community
Corrections (BCC) through the Community Corrections Centers (CCC).” || N N plaos to
avail himself of the programming and resources that the BCC has made available to all juvenile
lifers.”

As described above, throughout his time in Pennsylvania’s Department of Corrections,

has maintained employment. He has never received a negative block/work report.
The skills and work ethic he developed through his many positions with the DOC will enable him
to transition successfully to full-time employment on the outside. He recognizes, however, that
there are critical differences between holding a job within the DOC and on the outside. He is
excited to have been connected to workforce development programs that will provide him with
important job readiness skills and on the job training opportunities.

The ensuing subsections detail the employment and workforce training opportunities that are
already committed and available to _ upon his return to the Philadelphia community.
Of particular note is the first option described below, an intensive training and employment
program called the Center for Employment Opportunities (CEQ), which will provide him with on-
the-job training opportunities and guaranteed case management services for up to one year after
his start with their program. The following is by no means an exhaustive list, and can be
supplemented with additional opportunities.

1. Center for Employment Opportunities

_ has been provisionally accepted to participate in the next CEO cohort after he is
released on parole.”” CEO is a national 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with a Philadelphia
branch that is “dedicated to providing immediate, effective and comprehensive employment
services to men and women with recent criminal convictions.””® The program includes life-skills
education, transitional work, job placement services and post-placement retention services. CEQ’s
effective, evidence-based model is highly structured and tightly supervised to “help participants
regain the skills and confidence needed for successful transitions to stable, productive lives.””

™ Conversation bew. and YSRP Mitigation Specialist, | N on February 28, 2017.

75 Interviews with on October 17, 2016 and February 14, 2017.

76 Id

77 See Appendix, Center for Employment Opportunities (CEQ), letter of acceptance from Hillary Facchine.
78 hitps://ceoworks.org/about/what-we-do/mission-vision/.

79 Id
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The attached letter from Hillary Facchine, one of CEO’s Job Coaches and Life Skills Educators,
attests to the fact that CEO has made available a position for in their program.®® As
Hillary’s letter describes, CEQ’s program will enable to begin working and receiving
a paycheck immediately, while simultaneously receiving on-the-job training and interviewing
skills. CEO is a well-established program with “sites in 11 cities across four states, serving 4,500
formerly incarcerated men and women annually.”®’ CEO currently operates “more than 70
transitional work crews across its sites, providing maintenance and labor services to a wide range
of public sector infrastructure agencies.”®? The organization works “exclusively with individuals
coming back from incarceration, including individuals deemed ‘higher risk>’*? and their evidence-
based model “reduces the likelihood of re-incarceration and helps participants build a foundation
for a stable, productive life for themselves and their families.”®*

Upon _ being granted parole and being assigned a parole agent, YSRP will facilitate
the formal referral necessary to enable him to begin the program. Immediately following this
referral, _ will begin a four-day orientation that covers resume-building, computer
skills, online job applications, internet safety, interview skills and goal-setting. Next is CEO’s Life
Skills Education class, which, upon completion, will result in || | NEEEE immediately being
hired for a temporary transitional job. Participants in the Philadelphia CEO program work through
the City’s Parks and Recreation Department and earn $12/hour. _ will be able to work
on a crew up to four days a week. On _ days off he will be expected to work with a job
coach or job developer to get him ready for more permanent employment and subsequently match
him with a permanent, full time (20+ hours/week) job. | NN will be followed on a regular
basis with intensive post-placement support throughout his first 365 days of employment to
provide support as he navigates his first year of work.

2. Impact Services Corporation

As a supplement to the services he will receive by being part of CEQO, — can also take
advantage of the resources and supports provided by Impact Services Corporation (hereinafter
“Impact™), which has agreed to assist with reintegrating into his community and
Philadelphia’s workforce.?> Impact is a multi-service agency that has been serving returning
citizens since 1974. The program Impact offers can supplement the employment training and
comprehensive case management provided by CEO. Since ﬂ will be released under the
supervision of the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole, he will be eligible to receive
Transitional Offender Workforce Development (TOWD) services through Impact. Additionally,
as Impact manages the Pennsylvania CareerLink, being connected to Impact will ensure that

is registered and receives all services offered through the CareerLink program as
well (described below).

80 See Appendix, Hillary Facchine letter of acceptance.

81 See https://ceoworks.org/model/.

82 Id

8 See Appendix, Hillary Facchine letter of acceptance.

8 See hitps:/iceoworks.org/about/what-we-do/.

 Appendix, Impact Services Corporation, letter of provisional acceptance from Jason Cosley.
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3. Pennsylvania CareerLink Philadelphia

CareerLink is a national organization that has four career centers in Philadelphia.*® CareerLink
offers free employment services to job seekers with a “one-stop” framework, including

“personalized job search assistance, specialized job secker workshops, networking groups, career
counseling, skills and interest assessments, access to skills and occupational training, extensive
job lead resources and more.”®” Specific workshops such as “Modern Interviewing,” “Computers
for Beginners,” “Online Job Search” and “Do’s and Don’ts of Resumes,”®® are available to and
will help support _ through his employment search upon his return to Philadelphia and
his completion of CEO’s program. YSRP will coordinate efforts with Impact Services in
connecting to CareerLink in advance of his release date.

D. Counseling and Treatment
1. Penn Medicine / Hall-Mercer

YSRP has made a referral to Hall-Mercer Community Mental Health Center on behalf of
_, and he can begin counseling and treatment there as soon as possible, upon his return
to Philadelphia.®® The clinicians at Hall-Mercer will work with i to address any
trauma related to his incarceration, as well as the other challenges he experienced prior to his
arrest. As the first outpatient community mental health center in Pennsylvania, Hall-Mercer
distinguishes itself from other community based services through its affiliation with Pennsylvania
Hospital and Penn Medicine. This special relationship offers immediate access to a wide range of
behavioral health programs and some of the area’s most recognized clinicians. It is the only
program of its kind connected directly to a teaching hospital in Philadelphia, which facilitates
access to a comprehensive spectrum of clinically renowned behavioral health and medical
services.””

Specifically, — can access services through Hall-Mercer’s Penn Center for Youth and
Family Trauma Response and Recovery Program (“The Center”), which has pledged support for
juvenile lifers returning to Philadelphia.”! The Center provides a range of interventions and
treatment to individuals who suffer from symptoms of traumatic stress and other difficulties after
exposure to violence, crime and abuse. It assists individuals and families in coping with many of
the related issues that frequently occur in the aftermath of traumatic events. By receiving

8 See hitp://www.philaworks.org/career-link/home.

87 Id

88 Id

8 See Appendix, Penn Medicine / Hall-Mercer provisional letter of acceptance for treatment by Lauren Pilar Cliggit,

LCSW.

% See http://www.med.upenn.edwhallmercer/.

°! Conversations between YSRP Co-Directors and Coordinator of Child Services, Ms. Lauren Cliggitt,
MSW, LCSW. Ms. Cliggitt has become an active participant in the Juvenile Life Without Parole Working Group as
part of the Citywide Reentry Coalition, which has been convened and is facilitated by YSRP.
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therapeutic supports to address the challenges he has faced, _ will be better positioned
to achieve his goals of obtaining employment and maintaining healthy relationships with family
and other supporters upon his return to the community. Importantly, Hall-Mercer works not only
with individuals but also with families, so will be able to offer support to Sheila, Fatima and
Valarie as they welcome [N home and work to reintegrate him into their family. Hall
Mercer accepts Medical Assistance, which the Department of Corrections has attested to setting
up for juvenile lifers like | NI prior to their release.?

2. Community Education Centers, Inc.

In addition to the counseling services to be offered through Hall-Mercer, the Community
Education Centers, Inc. (CEC), a licensed drug and alcohol facility, has agreed to assess

recovery needs upon his release.”® CEC offers a comprehensive outpatient program
that includes wraparound services to assist with vocational, housing, employment and health
needs.’* Having a history of drug use in his youth, CEC will assess || NN lcvel of need
and if warranted, help him develop a relapse prevention plan, healthy coping skills and a recovery
support network within his community.

E. Educational Resources

The Community Learning Center (CLC) is committed to helping adults develop literacy, math and
life skills using a supportive and holistic approach, so individuals can realize their fullest potential
at home, in the workplace and in the community.®® As referenced in CLC’s letter of acceptance
provided by CLC’s Executive Director Carrie Kitchen-Santiago, | NN R would benefit from
the Center’s Student Support Program (SSP).*® Through SSP, he will receive essential support
within classes and tutoring groups; support that was not provided to him throughout his
developmental years. In addition to furthering || NN literacy skills, CLC offers career
coaching, job readiness instruction and digital and financial literacy workshops. Staff will meet
with _ on an individual basis and, if needed, refer him to ancillary social services
agencies.

VII. CONCLUSION

The support of his loving and stable family, combined with the growth he has experienced during
his 36 years of incarceration and the programs that are ready and willing to support him in the
community, make _ an excellent candidate for resentencing and immediate parole. He

92 Presentation by the Department of Corrections to the Juvenile Life Without Parole Working Group as part of the
Citywide Reentry Coalition.

53 See Appendix, Community Education Centers, Inc. provisional letter of acceptance for treatment by Monique D.
Hendricks, Director of Reentry-Eastern Division.

% See http://www.cecinil.com/reentry/residential-reentry-locations/erie-outpatient-philadephia/.

% See hitp://www.communitylearningcenter.org/content/programs.shtml.

% See Appendix, Community Learning Center letter of acceptance by Carrie Kitchen-Santiago, Executive Director.
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expresses sincere and heartfelt remorse for the tragic loss of _ life. If given the
opportunity to rejoin his family, _ is well-positioned to serve as a positive and
contributing member of the community.

B childhood was marked by extreme instability and the absence of any positive male
role models. _ has spent the last 36 plus years striving to educate and better himself to
the best of his abilities. He has maintained employment, developed job skills, kept active through
sports and recreational activities and has atoned for his crime through his devotion to his faith.

We hope that the Court and later the Parole Board will consider this submission favorably, and
that YSRP will have the opportunity to provide _ with ongoing support upon his
release. If there is any additional information that might be helpful, we would be happy to provide
it.

Submitted by:

Erin L. Fennell, M.A., Lauren Fine, Esq., and Joanna Visser Adjoian, Esq. Youth
Sentencing & Reentry Project

March 27, 2017
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APPENDIX A List of Documents

Date Achisvement / Certificats

5/10/00 Vocabulary Comnsctions & Reading and Writing for Comprehension Certificate of
Complstica

&1/00 Critical Thinking for Adults Certificate of Cempletion

Fr2860 Voeabulary Connections, Bock #4 Ceriificate of Conpletion

/2100 Commonwealth afPemsyMﬁia Depﬁtmem of Correstions 2000 Summer League
Basketball Towrnament Participation Certificate (SCI Smithfield)

103142 Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Depariment of Corrections C-League Fiag Foctball
Certificate of Participaticn (SCI Smithfield)

2/21/04 Commonwealth of Permaylvania Department of Coerections B-League Basketball
Certificsie of Participation (SCI Smithfield)

912304 Commonwealth of Penngylvania Department of Corrections C-League Summer
Bagketball Certificats of Participation (SCI Smithfield)

8/1/05 Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Corrections C-League Baskeiball
Certificate of Participation (SCI Smithfield)

12/23/05 Citizenship Program Certificate of Completion

§/4/07 AOD Outpatient Treatment Certificate of Completion

&9/11 Violence Prevention High Intensity Program Completion (nofed on atiached DTC-43
Integrated Corrections] Plan)

89/16 Victim Awarenese Bducation Class (PA 143 Clzss Conmpletion Ceriification)

8/20/16 Juvenile Lifer Relationship Workshop Certificate of Completion

10/6/16 Juvenile Lifer Teshnology Workshop Certificate of Completion

11/158/16 Juvenile Lifer Social Bquette Workshop Certificate of Completion

117316 Juvenils Lifer Seeking Safety Certificate of Completion

173/17

Juvenile Lifer Cultural Awareness Certificate of Complstion
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PA 143 VICTIM AWARENESS EDUCATION
CLASS CONTRACT

umbﬁr:- Block: AA %

wnon: SCI Frackville Instructor: Mr. Cutler

Insix

Start Date for Clasz:1 Aupust 2016 Class Location: ED Bldg,

Class Schedule: 1 Aug, 2016 through S Aug. 2016 Time: 0800 to 1000

Inmate Participation:

As a participant in the Victim Awareness Educaiion Class, 1 agree to abide by the
following rules of conduct of this class and understand that the teacher may remove ms
from class for any action deemed inappropriate or disruptive.

1. Siudents will be allowed no absences from ths class except for a medical lay in.
In case of a medice! lay in, if the lay in results in missing more than two days of
classes, the student will not be permitted to complete this class and will be
required to make up the entire class at another time,

2. The student is responsible to arrange their schedules appropriately so as not to
experience conflicts of schedule in attending this class. This includes, but not

limited to visits and commissary.

3. Students will not disrespect the views of other students and wili not use
inappropriate classroom behavior. Participation is encouraged in each of the
classes.

4, Siudents must arrive to the class on time. Failurs to do 5o will result in
marked absent, as well as possible dismissal from the class,

5, Students who receive any misconducts while enrolled in the class will be
dismissed from the class and not credited with completing the class,

Inmate's Signature: — Date: | August 2016
COMPLETED t DID NOT COMPLETE COURSE
Teachaz’s % ature 1’:«(,_; Teacher's Signature:
Date: &~ ‘;Ca Y Y\ Date:
1]
Coples: DC-14, DC-18, Education Files SCIFRATKVILLE i

§-5-/6-

EDUCATION DEPARTMER )
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Certificate of Completion

SCI Frackville/Ms. Smith

’éu

(5.7
S




WS SH/IARYeL] IDS
910¢ '0 hmnéz

Ajeyeg Suryeeg ISJIT S[TUSANL JO UOT}S[dUIOD X0]

:0} PapieMe ST 91BOITLISD ST}
uone[duro) Jo a1edyruia)




URTIPOOL "SALRTIANDRI] TOE
L10% ‘g Arenuep

?AQQQN -

SSQUBIBMY TBINJNY) IOJI'] o[TUSAN P JO UoTaTdTHod J0]

107 PapIBME ST 81BOYT]ISD STUI

uona[duro)) Jo 91edjiiIa)




APPENDD

Family and Community Letters

of Support




r’i"HB FOLLOWING IS A TRANS(

To Whom it May Concern,

My name is ] am writing this lefter in support of my older brother,
' cherish all mymammes from childhood with my brother. He was always
through hard times] as & family, but our love kept us

et to prison at & young age, he remained my strongest supporter, Even
Mughmymalmdm“bﬁlaﬁms,mapﬁe@fwhathewgomgwmmulﬂheﬂwaysm
my spirits up and encouraged me fo be strong]

Although my father loved us, he wasn’t the best role model fox--grewupon
his own in prison, becoming the responsible man he is today.

I am in the process of speaking with my Section-8 representative in hopes of adding SRS
name to my lease. [ would love for him to be able to live with me after staying at the CCC, g0
that we can continue to support each other!

I can’t wait to cook meals for him, show him around the city and give him & place to relax and
feel safe. He has a large and loving family weiting for kim to come home.

I love my brother and have waited and prayed for the pest 36+ years for this opporiunity. Pleass
grant him immediate parole so he and I can live out the rest of our lives together. 1 will help my
brother with anything he needs.

Sincerely,

March 6, 2017

g i1l PA 19134
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March 8, 2017

i Jevenile Lifer rzesentenclag

To whem it may concern:

I am writing to you on bshalf my cousin, _; whom I miss

very dearly. [JJlihas overcome many obstacles in his life and has
hacome a stronger man as a result. I em committed to helping —
in every way I possibly can. I mvself nsaded to change my life arxround
80 that I counld becoms a positive eitizen in society. I too served
time in priscon and overcame struggles in oxder to change the course of
my life. I have been fully employed and working for the last
twenty-five years and will assist —in doing the same. I will
do everything I can to help him become a responsible member of our
community. I know it will be hard for him but I am certain and
committed te helping him the best I can.

I am & devout Muslim as I know my cousin o is. I will bring my
dear cousin with me to services and prayer and share with him the
support bestowed upon me by my Islamic community.

Please giva“th& chance to turn his life around and make a new
1life for himself with the support of his family around him.

Sincerely,



March 8, 2017

Judge Strester-Lewis
Criminal Justice Center

P4 Board of Probation & Parole
Harrisburg, PA

[

Dear Judge Streeter-Lewis and Members of the PA Board of Probation & Perole,

is my father. I was one-year-old when he was sentenced to life in prison. I am now 37
years old. Despite his being incarcerated, we have & very close relationship. He has always been e
constant figure in my life, never wavering, My family always made sure 1 was talen fo visit him and we
spent many hours togethier as father and daughter. All way up until the age of 14, I would see him every
Saturday. He would sit me on his knes in the visiting room and read stories to me. This may seem small
on the acale of things, but they are memories of him that I carry with me to this day.

I know him to be caring and loving, He has always encouraged me to have confidence in myself and
helped me become the strong woman I am toduy. I joined the Air Force in 2001 end was & member of the
Security Forces (Militery Police} until 2005 when I was honosably diecharged. Prior to joining the Air
Fores, | completed three years of study within Delawars State University’s School of Social Work.

We talk almost every day on the phone but I've slways yearned for more. As ehild and to this day Pve
siways prayed for his freedom. Despite knowing he loves me, I feit a void. He was the best father be
could be given his situstion. However, I was left wishing he was physically there; &t dunce performances,
trumpet recitals, graduations, proms, and through the loss of loved ones. Now my prayers bave been
answered and he has the opportunity to come home to share the rest of my memories with me in person.

As you can ses from my above addresses, I now live in Los Angeles, however, routinely travel bask o
Phﬂadel?hm I will do auything and everything to help my father’s transition ever: if it means
pesmanently moving back to Piuladelphia 1 can help him emotionally and finansislly and cannot wait to




gpsnd howrs upon hours with him, without having to hear that our visiting time has ended. Plesss let my
father eome home.

Thank you for your time and consideretion of granting my father immediate parole.

Si




February 21, 2017

Honorable Judge Streeter-Lewis
PA Board of Probation and Parcle

.
sue o NN

Dear Judges Streeter-Lewis and Members of the Pa Board of Probation and Parcle,

o 5 . m——— L il

E@fymie— IﬁmgmﬂiemfﬁimelfiMmdngmdmoﬂmafm Imet
R i Avusust 1995, through & closs mutual friend. Over the years our
fijendship has grown into & solid relationship as we are now engaged to be married. I visit him as
often as I can and we falk on the phone daily.

kindhearted, compassionate, emotionally strong persos. He loves his family and
msalwaysiookmgoutfbrmywellubamg. As his wife I will always support him, both
emotionally and financially. [ am steadily employed and have been a health care aide for the
elderly for the past four yesrs.

As you ase aware, JJJJJllaos been incarcersted since he was 17 snd has spent over 36 years
of his life in prison. I know he will be facing & great challenge, transitioning back into the
community and I vow to help him find his way.

Imymthggmdhm&mweumhmummmmpamle,ssmmmmmmw
time not only with me, but with my children and grandchi : o, spending

b s v

" ‘mush tifué a8 possible wiith him end welcoming him into ow&mﬂylfy@uhaveanyﬁr&m

quwnmpleasefeelﬁtemcaﬂm _ Thank you in advance for your thme and
consideration of this life chenging opportunity




Phﬂ&:&el'i?ifal Pg, 1910¢

August 17, 2016

Hello T

You asked awhile back if I would write about [N bow he was as a
chiid, his temperament, etc, which I was absolutely wiliing to do! When it came
right down to it thoush. I realized it wasn't something I could do gs I dida't
see that much of as a child His father {whe was my brother) would
bring him by every. so often, we'd spemd some time together, and | wouldn't
see him again until the next Hme his father brought him by.

When he became a teenager and able to get sbout on his ownm, I saw
very litle of him, as his time was now spent with his friends.

It was only after being convicted of a erime he didn’t comumit, that
SN & 1 became close.
Initially because there’d beemn no contact o speak of his calls were
t. He contiued to call however, and as we bscame more & more
comfortable with each other the cslls imereased.

Today, some 25+ years later, JEMll & I couldn’t be closer if he were
my son! While | don't get to see him often, I've taken care of him this entire
time. From sending him money once a month, to purchasing the large outside
food orders that inmates are allowed to have

..als0 some years ago, inmates could get outside clothing orders. At that
time I saw to it that {JMMB had heavy winter jackets, flannel shirts, sweaters,
underwear, good smeakers, etc. Thesameapp]!edtosummerdnthes all of
vﬂﬂchmmplehnwlfeelabmn-howdosemm

1 wish you could know how much IS hss grown. How P've watched

bim mature through the years, keeping any complainis he may have © a
minimum sc as not to worry me.

All he ever talks asbout Is how he can't walt to get home so hs can
taks care of me.

He's so good -

«and though (as I s=aild] I don't get o see him often, we talk a lot
on the phone, and [ have countless letters from him.




Mwe’matﬂﬂsyehtmmdfﬂmk@adf@r&emﬂngmm

given my nephew ¢ chance to come home
for the work you're doing to sccomplish this.

~snd | thank you
You've resfly been there for helping him over some really rough spots.

We both eppreciaste it so so wmech!
~angd we are both now hopeful that he can finslly step omt inte the

gt we've slways looked to at the end of the tumnel
~Again, we heve you to themk for that

2 wish I've had in all thess years was to be able to sit across

The om
&mi&tmyﬂm table, and enjoy a bome cooked mesl together.
if the Source s with me, that day may pot be too fr off




Friatoliis, Ph M990
Feorusry 24, 267

P& Oepartment of Prabofim + Farle
Harvisrsy P

Pesr Salge Sivoetor-Lovis ml Members o e P Pard. Poar

BB v veised i the husehal] v wy tie couein [

b e dutor of IR | e s covdred, [ ¥ectortchy men o5 P i
anr famby a5 oy wncle. | ean vemember ging to et wrcle Pos in jal as 4 il | can vecdl the

lelters, cards, handmade gifts and numermus prone talls B my grandwom's hause from by uncle.

My wntle s spertt s enfive yuth and st years bevind bars. Miwugh we dwag praved for the
day 1 nexer magined bim achusly caming bome. Buf | have bhal many comvereations with my cousn
Falimg, vifth bher destribing bow different her le woull be IF her dadly was ome. | vauld just Bsten
o suppart her dresims, Bind vow, In a Fow dhurt months, That dream can be 4 vesliy

5 e lie vy ster Hran 4 causin a5 v vero vased togelier. | cant vt for the day uincle
Pos tames hime B fil the wissing plece in our famly We v 50 mush fo dhow b, S0 Inuth Mssed
time to colth wp on. So wany things we o the adslle tee for qranted, that we vt o shure with



mmmw&emmwm,mamwmwhmwy
raunbns.

in widiion, @ ond | are dance festhers for b | i fhe ovner of IR
B i urcle s neer boon b vecial or seen eltner of us porfim, We bih
slfended davce schusl and e been danting sinte we were ehlren, | ay dl fhis b pint ot et
wele Pos Is abaut o be & Dirca Tl Lng vehoarsds, car-pl, whitooring bicksinge, and
pockets ful of soqin are 1 Ws near fulure. We ol be huppler o help ksep Wi busy and
engased In aur fves. | am alsd n the praise team of Wy charth,

My husband and | are members of the Eron Tabenvuele Bplist church in Prladelpbia. Like wide
Pos, by husband was once & practichg Muslim when | mat vim. He t made wistakes early in We. &
fow years agp, he ined wy chuth and was baptized by wy pashr. | lew my Untle's flth s
bipavtant fo btk @ o churth's durs are gpen if this |5 aimeliing he warts o pursue. We can in

us aind we can pray a5 a flly every Sundey There Ts do & prisn wivistry finat ol be accessble to
urele Pos, to help b vilh veafusling fo Ws vew ifa. | wll intvoduce bim fo the Destan that v I,

i o g |




& nams of Aliah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

21812017

To whom it may concem:

| send this letter in support of my dear cousin, | N R who t ts hoped wil
be grantad Immediate parole and released in the coming months. | will gladly lend my

support In helping him re-establish himsslf and transition back into goclety and will
assist him in any way that [ am able.

| know firsthand what he will face upon his retum to society, as | myself, served over
thirteen years in state prison. | have been a successful returning citizen for the last
sleven years. It will be very challenging for him indeed, but with the aid of Allah first and
foremost, and then the assistance of those who genuinely care about his well-bsing. he
can get through the many hurdies that he will face. We share the same faith and |

commit to helping [ lllliind a congregation willing to invite him in and stand by his
side. -

| send this letter in support of my cousln whom | love and miss dearly.

v
PR PR TN
-!.":".- . :. P



| J Avenue
Philladelphia, PA 10134

March 6, 2017

" AR

My name is [NENNENNNN | am the nicce of IS Although my uncle
is incarcerated, he has played a major role in my iife as well as my children’s. Both my
son and daughter love talking with him on the phone. My daughter, I-Jay is two years
old and draws pictures of the two of them playing together all the time. She asks every
other day, *Is he home vet?” In addition, my uncle has been a mentor to my 14 year old
son, Rahim.

I prayed one day my uncle would be set firee. I have been visiting him since I wag 1 year
old. Our visits have always been so special to me, Even though we talk on the phone
everyday, we have so much catching up to do. He's such a positive role model in our
lives, and gives great advice. He has always had encouraging words for me, assuring
me of my worth, and demanding I never settle for anything less. He has taught me it's
never too late to start anew and becauge of him, I now believe I can accomplish

anything.

My uncle [l is a loving, caring and sweet person and has the biggest heart of
anyone [ know. [ can’t wait to see what the future brings. We have plans to starta
business together and are going to open a hair salon. Our family is ready, willing and
able to welcome him home and give him all the love and support he will need in his
transition. I plan on glving him a surpiise party when he comes home.

if you have any questions or coneerns, please contact me so I can assure you my uncle
will be well taken care of, loved and supported.

Sincerely,




February 21, 2017

Dear Judge Streater-Lewis and Members of the Pennsylvanie Boerd of Probetion &
Parole,

| amn writing this letter on behalf of my good friend, Mr. . & juvenile
iiver, who Is before you In hopes of gaining his long-awelted and well deserved freedom.
1 have known Alphonso since the age of 10 years old. We attended an elementary
school together as well as a yaar in junior high school. We spent our free time in the
local park and played street hockey together for hours on end.

Unfortunately, the next span of time we would spend together was within the PA state
nrigon system. nd | sarved elght years along side of each other at both SCI
Graterford as well as | was released in 1995 and have been living a happy,
productive and crime- free life for approximately 23 yesars. | met and married my wife 18
years ago, own my own home and have opened my own business, '

in Waynesboro, VA.

Having spent 9 years, 2 months In state custody, | know the obstacles (I will be
faclng upon release from prison. | will do everything | can, to help him set reallstic goals
for himself and try and teach him to slow down and not expect himssif to have
everything the rest of the world has, within months of retuming to the community. [ will
assist him financlally and continue to give him all the advice and emotional support he
needs and deserves. In addition, should he reslize he wants a slower [Ifestyle, | can help
him establish himself here In Virginia (with parole approval).

We have remeined In contact throughout our lives and talk by phone on average 34
times & month. | know he hes a strong support system walting for him in Philadelphia. |



introduced him to his fiancee, {Jlver 22 years ago and she is still by his side.
Through my continued conversations with S over the years, | am certain he is
ready to live right and enjoy the time he has left in hie life. | will be there to help him.
Please give me the opportunity to do eo by granting him immediate parole,

If you have any questlons, feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

N ==~ WarwesBoRs, VA 22980



Philadelphla, PA 19139
March 10, 2017 ze: {
Judge Streeter-Lewis Permnsylvania Board of Probation & Parole
FPhiladeiphia, PA Harrisburg, PA

vy name is (<  am writing on behalf of my

WEER when I wos 19 years old {(He was arcund 12). We were neighbors on Woolston Streat
angd my sister Joanne, was close friends with his sisters. Alphoneo and I became friends
through our faith and our love of sports, namely boxing as my father was a boxer, Eventually
my sister, Joanne cndlll began to date and within a few pears had a daughter, my
niece, Fatimo. Within 18 monthe of Fattma's birth, JMMMas sent to prison. Although
Jognne's relationship with him dissolved, cur families remained close.

I myeelf am a returning citizen, ] have made mistakes and served a lengthy sentence. I know
some of the struggles -1 foce upon his release and Iwill be there to help guide and
encourage him. I am now married with 4 children and 3 grondchildren, My life consists of my
Tamily, work and my feith. | imow the importance of having positive people in your Iife and
educating yourself through classes or job traintngs. Iwill help motivate o stoy on
the right track and continue being the best man he can be,

N o1 talk every week, I send him money when I can and we also stay in touch by

writing letters, ‘We are all looking forword o his coming home and storting the next chapter of
his life, '

mtfung,




APPENDIX C

Organizational Lei:ter$ of
Support

Friends Rehabilitation Program (FRP) ‘
© Shawn Johnson, MSS, MS, MLSP, Social Service Cdordinatos

Center For Employment Opportunities (CEO)
© Hillary Faccine, Life Skills Educator & Job Coach

I

+ Imapact Services Corporation
© Jason Cosley, Director, Reeniry Program |

* Penn Medicine / Hall-Mercer Community Mental Health Center of
Pennsylvania Hospital
o Lauren Pilar Cliggitt, LCSW, Treuma Clinician & Program
Coordinator

+ Community Education Centers (CEC)
o Monique D. Hendricks, Director of Resntry - Bastern Region

© Came K:whenmSannago, Executive Director



B 704-706 W. Girard Avenue Philadelphis, PA. 19123

March 9, 2017
To Whom It May Concern:

Friends Rehabilitation Program (FRP) is a Quaker values-based affordable housing and socisl service
provider working in the Philadelphia region. We aim to transform neighberhoods through community-
based economic development, sustainsble affordable housing, snd trensitional opporfunities for
narginalized populations, By integrating best practices in sustainsble and equitabls development, FRP
focuses on empowering lives, unlocking valus, and fostering vibrant, creative communities.

FRP's parinerghips have beea instrumental in facilitating successful resatry by offering experience,
educstion, snd economic security through paid on-the-job training, certified training, and job placement
to select individuals returning from the prison system.

FRP is pleased to partmer with The Youth Sentencing & Reeniry Project (YSRP) to promots and
facilitate successfil reimtegration for retuming citizens. More specifically, we look forward to working
with Mr. (I sccure safe and affordable housing end engage social servioes fo address
comprehensive peeds. FRP understands the complexity of reintegration amd is prepared fo offer
therapeutic support/referrals and linkage to commumity resources designed to promote self-sufficiency.
There will also be opportunities for [N i connect with a mentor, who may serve as a guide
upon his retum to the community. _

Pleass feel fres to contact me with questions or comments at 215-825-8800 ext. 109,

Sincerely,

Shawn Johnson, MSS, MS, MLSP
Social Service Coordinator
Friends Rehabilitation Program
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change that worke

Hillery Facchine

Life Skills Educator/Job Coash
Ceater for Emplcyment Opportunities
245 N, Broed St., 3 Floor
Philsdelphia, PA 19107

Judge Kethryn Strester-Lewis

Cowrt of Common Pleas, Trial Division - Ceiminal
Criminal Justice Center, Room 1218
Philadelphis, PA 19107

Dear Judge Strester-Lewis,

1 am writing to you on behalf of my organization, the Center for Employment
Opporhmities. Iwouldﬁketopxmmdemmﬁmmfbmﬂmaboutthﬁmmm

willing to provide for Mr. J R *ten he is granted perole.

The Center for Employment Opportunities (CEQ) is a eomprehensive employment
program that provides services to men and women with criminal convictions. We follow & tightly
structured and dsta-driven mode] that includes fife skills education, transitional work, job
phmﬁmmdmﬁphmmﬂmﬂhmm@wwm@mmhm
aﬁ’e&ﬂwlywlthindmmmmhavebaenmmﬁymlemadﬁ'omWMmWshm

3 siantfieaat] redueedmmﬂwma.m
among randomly assigned paxticipants by up te 22%. CEQisbuadinNewYoﬂ:Citymtm
the past decads we have expanded t serve communities in eleven major cities across the
countey. The Philadelphia office of CEO has been in operation since August 2015.

Participants who enroll in our program begin with Life Skills Education class, a four-day
orientation to the program that covers resume-building, onlins job epplications, interview skills
mmgmmmmmmmmmmadmmwmmw
hired for & temporary, transitional job. In Philadelphia our participant:

Recrestion and sam $12/howr. mmmmrkmwmupwmmamhm
mﬁmd]obw&mmwammmmd@whpp@mwﬁmﬂmm
they eam apply to foture jobs. On their days off participents are expecied to coms into the office
andwm-kthhajnbwmhmgobdwdapa&ogetﬂnmrsadyfﬂrmﬂoymmtmdmbsequmﬂy
menest, full time (204 hours/wesk) job. We follow up with pasticlpanisona

Insirenlo®y BBl lmessy) Wllambclny fedewwndeVed Bl Gay
€29 & ansapetl sespamiien

eps 218453 4430 mu P4 4888 wnwWeCEOwonmarg AR B0 Biosdwsy Suls 1804, b Ve, 067 90003 ) k
CHATTEe Gkl Metnd GRS BUCHIVEONSN ) GUSUTE RIi00 Sxmscheeke m ﬁ?ﬂm -
EGARD ST Enowinrien Embem ooy GMs R Beluy Siriafine BinV s Jmlih Hosich . SFPORTENITIHY



-change that works

their first year of work.

WebehwﬁstMm_ouidbemﬁtmaﬂyﬁmmmgnmm When bs
mﬂeﬂmommmmmm&mmmmmamayefmmchﬁmghm
not limited to resume-building, interview skills, goal-seiting, computer skills and internet safety.
Upon exroliment we would guarantee him s tamporary, ﬁaﬂmﬁmljobpaymgﬁmmhe
muldmaivehispayonadebitmduthemdofmhwmkday We would aleo provide him
with job placement services and intensive post-plecement support fhroughout his first year of
employment.

M. mﬂymkmthnﬁmmwwardmmcmmmby
requesting informaton through his defenss tearm, I will with some informeational

materiel and instructions on obtaining a refesral. When Mr. is granted release his parole
officer would provide a referral to our organization, Onee his referral is approved My, (N
would be able fo start our program within two to four weeks of being releassd.

) 'lﬁankynuforﬂaeoppommtytawlainommgrmandcurplamtowmkmﬂ:hdr
IR Please contact me if you would like any sdditions! information about our program.

popy 213483 4430 22124224550 wmwww.CECwoimang man B0 Beoadwsoy, Bule 1634, Naw Yo, BV #0600
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February 3, 2017

Daar fudge Streeter-Lewis,

tapsct Service Corporation (Impact] is pleased to offer its support and commitment to
assist the Youth Sentencing & Reentry Project’s (YSRP) their reentry to the Philadelphia
community. Impact has worked with returning offenders since 1974. Impact serves over
1,500 returning offenders annually through fts various comprehensive employment and
training programs which provide case management, supportive services, in-demand
certificate training, and job placement.

Impact looks forward to assisting YSRP's clients and connecting them to resources such as
enrollment into public benefits, clothing, housing, treatment which will support their
successful reintegration into thelr communitiss and Philadelphia’s workforce. Impact
currently provides Transitlonal Offender Workfores Development (TOWD) services for the
Pennsylvania Department of Corrections. Impact understands that Mr.hwi!i be
released under the supervision of the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parcle, he will
be eligible to participate in TOWD and additional Impact programs.

Additlonally, Impact operates the Pennsylvania CareerLink Northwest Center located in the
Germantown section of Philadslphia and will ensure that Mr. [N s registered and
able to receive services offered through the PA Careerlink

Sincerelhy,

an E@slag; .
Director, Reentry Programs
Impact Service Corporation

et (LY IO PRI FER ‘;g:il_f-:‘_ pdageg, <N PRl o= 1 TG
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Penn MEdiCine Hall-Mereer:
Pennsylvania Hospital

i
o

January 27, 2017
Dear Ms. Fennsll,

The Hall-Mercer Community Mental Health Center of Pennsylvania Hospital provides
comprehensive outpatient services to Philadelphia residents in need. Hall-Mercer
distinguishes itself from other community based services through its affiliation with
Pennsylvania Hospltal and Penn Medicine, This special relationship offers immediate
access to a wide range of behavloral health programs and some of the area’s most
recognized clinicians.

While we would need to formally assess Mr._ta best fit his needs upon his re-entry
to soclety, we believe our Outpatient Program could assist him in his transition. Once Mr.

is granted parole, we will set up an appointment for him and administer a Level of
Care Assessment {LOCA) so that we can determine eligibility and appropriate level of care.
Assuming he meets eligibility criteria, Mr. [J+ill be registered and further evaluated

and offered treatment for his symptoms.

We look forward to working with Mr. S and assisting him with his long awalted
transition backinto society.

Lauren Pilar Cliggitt, MSW, LCSW

Coordinator of Child Trauma Services,

Coordinator of PHIICAPS (Philadelphia Intensive In-home Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
Service) & Trauma Clinician

Hall Mercer Community Mental Health Center
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February 23, 2017
Ra

State ID# E‘.‘JBB:_
Ms. Fennall:

Community Education Centers, Inc. prides iself in providing quality treatment for men and
women across the nation. Our Erie Outpatient treatment facility offers comprehensive outpatient
services to Philadelphia residents in need of assistance. Erle outpatient accepts walk-ins,
rmandates and referrals from inpatient programs and community organizations. Erie Outpatient is
a licensed drug and alcohol facility accepting Medicald and BHSI funding.

We provide an array of services consisting of, but not limited to:

Intakes and Assessments

Individuai and Group Counseling

Peer support groups

Trouma Informed Care

Family Sessions

Conpections with Community Netwerking

Our partnerships with county, state, and federal agencies allows us to address the unigue needs
of the men and women returning to our communities from jail and Institutions, We pride
ourselves In ensuring that we provide comprehensive assessments that identify relapse
prevention issues, wrap around servicas that may be warranted. (Le. Vocational, GED, Housling,
Employment, Health organizations, etz.}, and any mental health concerns nesding to be
addressed. Qur addictions treatmant extends beyond drug and alcohol concerns and due o the
rising number of clients with gambling problems, we are eguipped to assess, treat and refer to the
necessary sUpport programs,

Mr] will then be provided with our in-house services as needed and will work closely with
our partner community organizations when needed for other services. Once an initial treatment

plan has been completed, wa work ciosaly with Mr, [l to ensure his goals are being met
and subsequent follow-up is occurring. Uitimately, cllents progress through a continuum of care

for sustainable surcess,

Of course, Mr. il be assessed and a treatment plan completed specific to his needs. If
no treatment is warranted, then that will be the recommendation. ¥ only a referral to a support
agency is necessary, then that will be the recommendation. We want to provide Mr. with
the necessary support and assistance to sllow him o be successful.

CEC looks forward to being a partner in this most irnportant work that YSRP is embarking on, We
are as enthustastic about assisting in this endeavor as we are sbout the work of freatment itself.



' Please do not hesitate to ask for any addidonal Information.

_ Erie Outpatient Facility
3768 L Street
Philadelphla, PA 15124
Phone: 215-744-9601

Sincerely,
Monique D Hendricks

" Direcior of Reentry - Eastern Reglon
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Maerch 8, 2017

Youth Sentencing & Reentry Project
Attn: Erin L. Fennef, M.A.

123 South Broad Strest, 248 Floor
Philadelphia, PA 18108

o DR |
a.o.a--

Dear Ms. Fennali,

Community Leaming Center's mission Is to help sdulls devalop lteracy, math and [ife gkills
using & supporiive and holistlc approach, so they can realize thelr fullest potentlal at home, In
the workplace and in the communily. CLGC provides free adult bagie edusation, high schoel
eguivalency preparation, workforce preparation and fuioring.

Having speken with vou regarding Mr. -ii: eppears he would beneiit from our Sludent
Support Program. Thers he will recelve essential support within classss and tutoring groups.
SSP can provide Mr. [ -ansition support to educationsl services, job readiness
instruction, and digital and financial literacy workshops. SSP staif will hold parsonal mestings
witts Mr. SN o help him stay on Irack. In addition, they can alse refer him to locel scclal
ssrvice agencies as needsd.

CLC collaborates with organizations whose misslon and services align with those of CLC and
haz been chosan o be ons of three organizations selected 1o serve as campus for myPlacs, an
adult literacy and caresr preparstion inltiative spearheaded by the city’s Oifice of Adult
Education (formarly the Mayor's Commission an Literacy). CLC alse runs an upskilling clinle at
PA CareerLink Suburban Staflon to halp adults enter job keining programs. In addition, CLC
can help Mr.-ws&aiﬁ job leads through our employer parinerships.

Upon Mr. erols and resntrance into soclaty we will asaess his neads holistieally,
identify needad resourcas and commit 1o supporting hie transition back to our community. We
look forward to werking with you and Mr..- Should you have any questions, please fesl
fras to confact us.

Sﬂﬁwiaiy,

5%%2; e ff{ |
Carrig KitcherSantiago
Exscutive Directar



